BE A PART OF CALIFORNIA
OLIVE OI1L HISTORY

arlos III of Spain to be the leading emissary in the 1769
stablish Missions throughout California. He established
the Mission San Diego de Alcala that same year and or-

chards and vegetable gardens were cultivated along with ol- EEELL L e e W

ives trees. The first pressing of olive oil at this Mission was il

purported to be in 1803, and its uses were for sacramental C A L O L E A
ceremonies, lamp oil, cooking, healing wounds and lubri- 1 sy ST
cating machinery. As the Missions were built throughout
California, olive trees became an important part of the
secular and religious lives of the inhabitants.

The olive cuttings, believed to be Spanish in origin,
were dubbed iMission Olivei and it has now been estab-
lished that this variety is unique to Mexico and California.
Tests at the University of Spain at Cordoba were not able to
verify the Mission Oliveis genus to any of the 700 existing
varietals worldwide. Today these ancient olive trees are be-
ing revitalized by a volunteer group named Mission Olive
Preservation Restoration & Education Project (MOPREP).
This groupis goals are to restore the health of existing olive
trees, harvest and mill the olives as well as propagate cut-
tings from authentic original groves. Their aim is also to
educate communities throughout the State on the historic
significance of these 200 year old plantings and to raise
funds through the sale of olive oil, tree seedlings, spon-

sorships and grants. To become a volunteer, email info@

moprep.org or call 916.966.9853. For more information
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Project please visit www.moprep.org.



